









Western Reserve 
Imaging Center, Inc. 

The only outpatient radiology facility 
that provides you with: 


■ FOURTH GENERATION 
CT SCAN with slip ring 
technology, and laser 
camera. 

■ Mammography 


Color Doppler 
Ultrasound 

IVP, BE, GI 

General X-ray 



Quick Scheduling 
Minimal Waiting Time 
Same Day Report 
Fulltime Radiologist 
Convenience & 

Easy Access 

Fees Averaging 10% 

Lower Than Hospitals 



MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

Galterius Grajo, M.D. 

• Board Certified - Diagnostic 
Radiology 1976 

• Trained LSU Medical Center 
and Children's Hospital 

of Pittsburgh 

• 13 years Radiologist at 
Northside Medical Center 


(next to Northside Medical Center) 

Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:30 p.m. • Thursday & Saturday 8:30 - 12:30 p.m. 

747-XRAY (9729) 


All Radiologists are Board Certified and University Trained 

510 Gypsy Lane • Youngstown, Ohio 44504 
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MARK 

YOUR 

CALENDAR 

Medicare and 
Medicaid Billing 
Seminar 

Sponsored by the OSMA 

WEDNESDAY 

June 7 ,1995 

PAONESSA’S 

871 McKay Court, Boardman 


COMPREHENSIVE 
HALF-DAY SEMINARS 

— SPEAKERS — 

Judy Armstrong or Sue McGill 

Nationwide — Medicare 

Brenda Lucas or Michelle Abbott 

Ohio Department of Human 
Services (Medicaid) 

7:30 a.m.-ll:45 a.m. 

— or — 

12:30 p.m.-4:45 p.m. 




MEMBER 

$65.00 NON-MEMBER 
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From the Desk of the Editor 


The “Professional Organization Pricing System” 


Y OU MAY RECALL THAT IN THE LAST ISSUE I 
SUGGESTED THAT THE RECOGNIZED PROFES¬ 
SIONAL ORGANIZATION OF EACH PHYSICIAN 
specialty is really the only group qualified to determine the value 
of a given physician service in a given region. Continuing on that 

premise, I will now elaborate on my thoughts con¬ 
cerning ways that such a system would operate. 

For the sake of argument, let’s say that our 
fees were to be decided by a regional board of 
our respective professional organizations. Let’s 
call this system the Professional Organization 
Pricing System (P.O.P.S.). TheP.O.P.S. would 
have to be a voluntary system, because if it 
were mandatory, that would be considered 
“price-fixing” (. . . and we wouldn’t want that). 

Choosing to abide byP.O.P.S. would entitle 
a physician to place a sticker identifying him 
with the organization on his door. The ensignia 
on the sticker could be an American flag with 
a caduceus in the foreground or another 
symbol that would be easily recognizable, even 
by patients who could not read. 

In this way, patients would readily be able 
to tell whether or not a physician structured his 
fees in accordance with an accepted author¬ 
itative group. Patients would be free to call 
P.O.P.S. for quotes, and P.O.P.S. would be 
free to inspect the physicians’ billings, to ensure 

David E. Pichette, M.D. 


a 


that the doctors were actually in compliance 
with the accepted standards. 

A doctor found to be in violation of the 
standards would be required to remove the 
P.O.P.S. sticker from his door for three months 
following his first documented incident of non- 
compliance. A second offense would result in 
a six-month removal of the sticker, and so on. 

A physician choosing to structure his fees 
lower than P.O.P.S., or to contract with a 
payer for some fraction of P.O.P.S., would be 
allowed to keep the sticker on his door. How¬ 
ever, a physician charging, through any for¬ 
mat, a higher fee than P.O.P.S. allows would 
not be permitted to display the sticker. 

In addition to protecting patients from exor¬ 
bitant fees, this system would have other 
advantages. For example, yearly fee increases 
would be tied to a reliable economic indicator, 
such as Inflation, the Consumer Price Index, or 
the Gross Domestic Product. Whatever the 
chosen indicator, the price increase could not 
exceed it. If inflation, for instance was 3.3%, 
then fees could increase by a maximum of 
3.3%. This would prevent our fees from esca¬ 
lating at a rate greater than the economy can 
bear. It would also stop the common practice 
of physicians raising their fees whenever they 
are paid in full by a payer, under the assump¬ 
tion that their prices are “low”. 

P.O.P.S. would also foster excellence. A 
very accomplished physician would still be able 
to command higher fees for his efforts, he just 
would not be able to display the P.O.P.S. 
sticker on his door. 

A patient, even one who was on Medicare, 
who was willing to pay more for a physician’s 
expertise, would still have the option to do so. 
For example, Mr. Lee Iacocca, age 69, needs 
to have bypass surgery. He wants Dr. Denton 
Cooley to perform the surgery and is willing to 
pay twice the usual fee for the procedure. 
However, Mr. Iacocca is subject to the rules of 
Medicare, so a contract between the two would 
be against the law. In my opinion, this inter¬ 
feres with both of these gentlemen’s rights. 
Dr. Cooley should have the right to be compen¬ 
sated for his excellence and Mr. Iacocca should 
continued on pg. 26 _ 
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Today’s Service. 
Tomorrow’s Reputation 



Martha G. Althauser, Esq. 


Vice President/Claims, PICO 


Stephen P. Ranck, Esq. 


Malpractice Claims Manager, PICO 



How do you measure a company's claims service? At PICO, we listen to our policyholders. 

•‘‘You are to be commended for not settling a claim behind a doctor’s back. Some companies 
don’t even notify the physician about the settlement. ” (orthopedist) •“This was a very trying 
time, and I never felt I was being ignored or that I wasn't completely supported." (family 
physician) ’“PICO and your attorney mounted a vigorous, thorough defense forme 
without backing down on the issues." (obstetrician) *7 hope all Ohio physicians are aware 
of PICO’s quality service." (pathologist) •“Thanks for standing behind me." (radiologist) 

PICO is setting the standard for tomorrow. 


Pco 


Physicians Insurance: Company of Ohio 


13515 Yarmouth Drive NW • Pickerington, Ohio 43147 • (614) 864-7100 • (800) 282-7515 
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Professional Survival 


rr HE ACADEMY OF DERMATOLOGY, UNTIL 

THIS YEAR, HAD ALWAYS HELD ITS ANNUAL 

A MEETING IN EARLY DECEMBER. THIS YEAR 

marked a departure from that tradition as our meeting was held 

February in New Orleans. I am happy to say that the meeting was 

enlightening, the weather was superb, and the 
city of New Orleans a delight. It was a case of 
“just what the doctor ordered,” a time to chase 
the winter and professional blahs away. 

M. Roy Schwarz, M.D., Senior Vice Presi¬ 
dent for Medical Education of the American 

___ Medical Association, addressed Academy 

members on the issue of professionalism. He 
The Federation statec i that the central theme of health system 
can be the conduit reform is money; that the issue of money “per- 
to allow the indi- vades the discussions of quality, access, struc- 

vidual physician ture > P atient n S hts ’ a ? d P hysiaan autonomy ” 

He also questioned whether medicine can sur- 

to effectively con- v - ve as a profession in “such a climate that is 
front critical med- coupled with a penchant for regulations”. 
ical issues at the Professions possess the following attributes: 

Inr/il state and they acquire a knowledge base; they establish 
i „ an educational system or process; they set and 

national levels. enforce standards; and they have autonomy of 

professional judgment. Forces affecting the 
medical profession include the “decay in ethical 
behavior, behavioral epidemics (drug abuse, 
violence, AIDS, tobacco usage, etc.), economic 


Daniel W. Handel, M.D. 
President 



forces, and health system reform.” 

Dr. Schwarz offered seven steps to ensure pro¬ 
fessional survival. These steps included pre¬ 
serving the scientific base, retaining control of 
medical education, and (for the physician) re¬ 
taining responsibility for the care of patients. 
He called for an ethical renaissance on the part 
of physicians, and for physicians to respond to 
society’s needs. He challenged physicians to pro¬ 
mote quality care. Finally, Dr. Schwarz asked us 
to think of ourselves as professionals and re¬ 
minded us of the Prayer of Maimonides. I found 
his speech thought-provoking and inspirational. 

The survival of the profession will hopefully be 
aided by the AMA’s consortium study of the 
Federation of Medicine. The study group consists 
of more than 200 physicians and medical society 
staff nominated and supported by their medical 
societies. The goals of this group are to redefine 
relationships in organized medicine so that the 
medical profession can speak with one voice on 
critical issues; to create more effective ways of ac¬ 
complishing work on behalf of the medical pro¬ 
fession; to eliminate or minimize duplication of 
services between medical societies; and to focus 
each element of organized medicine on what it 
does best. 

In a time when physicians need to come together, 
physicians are looking to their own specialty 
societies or are forming physician organizations 
to help address their professional and economic 
concerns. It is my belief that the Federation of 
Medicine will offer us the best chance 
to preserve our professional integrity. The Feder¬ 
ation can be the conduit to allow the individual 
physician to effectively confront critical medical 
issues at the local, state and national levels. Now 
is not the time to resign from the Federation but 
the time to renew your membership and become 
a more active participant. The profession and the 
Federation can only be sustained by meaningful 
grassroots participation. 


f)mJ w/Ltf/tf) 
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...for substantial savings on 
health insurance, through their 
membership in the Ohio State 
Medical Association. 

The OSMA Insurance Agency is 
proud to present its latest sponsored 
product offering...a new health 
insurance plan which means sav¬ 
ings for our membership. 

The savings result from a new 
arrangement OSMA has made with 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Ohio. 


Now OSMA members can get 
special low prices on traditional 
Blue Cross coverage and also on 
Super Blue® Plus. 

Vision and dental plans are 
available, too. 

Whatever you choose, you’ll save 
on health insurance for yourself, 
your family and your office staff. 
And enjoy high benefit levels of 
protection. 

That’s why OSMA has chosen 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Ohio 
to protect our members’ health. 

Get low, stable rates you can count 
on, and superior service with quick 
claims turnaround! 

To find out how much you can 
save, contact the OSMA Insurance 
Agency today. 

1 - 800-8604525 



OSMA Insurance Agency 
P.O. Box 16182 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-6182 



BlueCross BlueShield 
of Ohio 

You can trust the best. 


® Registered Marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association 
© 1994 Blue Cross & Blue Shield Mutual of Ohio 
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NEOUCOM 


NEOUCOM and YSU Cooperate 
for New Physical Therapy Program 

TUDENTS IN THE NEW PHYSICAL THERAPY 
PROGRAM AT YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVER- 
W SITY (YSU) WILL RECEIVE PART OF THEIR 
training in the anatomy laboratory at the Northeastern Ohio 
Universities College of Medicine (NEOUCOM), thanks to an 


agreement reached by the two institutions. 

“The partnership between the College of 
Medicine and Youngstown State University 
exemplifies our continuing attempts to pursue 
more efficient ways to bring higher education 
to the people of Ohio,” said Robert S. 
Blacklow, M.D., president and dean of 
NEOUCOM. “We are constantly looking for 
new ways to work with other institutions to 
avoid duplication and to improve our programs.” 

YSU’s four-year physical therapy program 
was approved by the Ohio Board of Regents 
last year, and is scheduled to begin in the 
summer of 1996. Students completing the pro¬ 
gram will receive a bachelor of science degree. 



To date, YSU has received more than 600 
applications for 35 available openings in the 
program. 

“The cooperative program will provide YSU 
with an excellent facility for the study of 
human anatomy which will include dissec¬ 
tion,” said Leslie Cochran, Ph.D., president 
of YSU. Cochran added that by using 
NEOUCOM’s facility and faculty, YSU will 
save between $900,000 and $1 million in con¬ 
struction costs immediately, plus between 
$150,000 and $200,000 each year in main¬ 
tenance, processing and other costs. 

The agreement grew out of discussions 
between Stephen C. Ward, Ph.D., professor 
and chair of NEOUCOM’s Department of 
Anatomy, and John J. Yemma, Ph.D., dean of 
YSU’s College of Health and Human Services. 
“We look forward to participating with YSU 
in its new physical therapy program,” Ward 
said. “The College of Medicine is fortunate in 
having the resources available to help ensure 
the success of the new program.” He added that 
NEOUCOM has a modern anatomy labor¬ 
atory facility and “some of the best anatomy 
faculty in medical education today.” 

The physical therapy program at YSU will 
be a part of the Allied Health Department, 
which is chaired by Madeleine Haggerty. She 
said the physical therapy students will follow 
the tradition of working with cadavers in the 
anatomy laboratory and be involved with 
interactive learning (use of video discs and 
computer programs). “We have a great com¬ 
bination with the anatomy lab and the new 
technology,” she said. 


A NEOUCOM students Seilesb Babu (left) of Westchester, 
OH, and Shelana Gibbs of Beaver Falls, PA (both, class of 
1997), examine a cadaver in the anatomy lab at the College. 


Bulletin 


March-April 1995 






BELMONT 

PINES 


For Your Patient Needs: 


Accreditation 
With Commendation 


l.V. Therapy 
Psychiatric Nursing 
Rehabilitative Therapy 
Home Health Aide 


Joint Commission 

on Accreditation ol Healthcare Organizations 


Visifi m Nurse 

y association 


<oc> 
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United Way Agency 518 E. INDIANOLA • YOUNGSTOWN 782-5606 
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THINK OF IT AS AN EXTENSION OF YOUR PRACTICE. 

We offer a complete range of services for children and adolescents suffering 
from depression, anxiety, attention deficit hyperactivity disorders or other 
neurologically-related psychiatric conditions • Expert 
psychopharmacological consultation • Assessment for 
all aspects of child and adolescent psychological and 
psychiatric problems, including psychological and neuro¬ 
psychological consultation • A full range of milieu 
treatment modalities 

1-800-4-BELMONT 

24 hours a day Where to Turn 

(216) 759-2700 
TDD (216) 759-4431 

©1994 Belmont Pines 766024 









AMA News 


Facts About Managed Care 


MANAGED CARE PENETRATION 

At the end of 1993, more than 100 million 
Americans were enrolled in managed care 
plans, an increase of 33 million from 1990. 

• More than 46 million (19.4% of Americans) 
were enrolled in approximately 625 non¬ 
specialty health maintenance organizations 
(HMOs). 

• More than 60 million (24%) were enrolled 
in approximately 1100 preferred provider 
organizations (PPOs). 

• PPO enrollment alone increased by more 
than 10 million from the end of 1992 to the 
end of 1993. 

Most of the increase in managed care enroll¬ 
ment occurred in PPOs and HMOs offering a 
point-of-service (POS) option. 

• Approximately 62% of HMOs offered POS 
options in 1994, up from 23% in 1988. 

• Approximately 3.4 million HMO members 
were enrolled in POS plans in 1994, an in¬ 
crease from 2.6 million in 1993. 

Managed care enrollment patterns differ by 
geographic region and between urban and 
rural environments. 

• Among large metropolitan areas, the two 
most extensive managed care markets are 
Los Angeles, with enrollment of 71%, and 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, with 70%. 

• Managed care penetration in Albuquerque, 
NM, is about 75%, the highest among mid¬ 
sized metropolitan areas. 

• Managed care penetration in small cities and 
rural areas, even in regions where overall 
penetration is high, is not substantial. 

PHYSICIAN PARTICIPATION AND 
REVENUES FROM MANAGED CARE 
PROGRAMS 

Physician participation in managed care is 
growing steadily. 

• About 77% of physicians had managed care 
contracts in 1994, up from 61% in 1990. 


• About 55% had at least one HMO contract 
in 1994, up from 35% in 1988. 

• Hospital-based physicians (anesthesiologists, 
radiologists, pathologists, and emergency 
physicians), internists, and obstetrician/ 
gynecologists are the fastest-growing groups 
participating in managed care. 

• Participating physicians on average derive 
34% of their revenues through managed care. 

OWNERSHIP, CONTROL AND SET-UP 
OF HMOs AND PPOs 

For-profit corporations dominate managed 
care. 

• Insurance companies and Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield organizations together own 39% of 
HMOs and 50% of PPOs; national managed 
care companies own 20% of HMOs and 
10% of PPOs; physicians, physician medical 
groups and physician/hospital organizations 
own only 6% of HMOs and 7% of PPOs. 

• In a national survey, 20% of acute care, 
hospitals reported having one or more col¬ 
laborative organizations with physicians; 
37% of hospitals reported having engaged in 
some sort of managed care venture (20% in 
PPOs, 19% in independent practice associ¬ 
ations (IPAs), and 8% in HMOs). Of these 
collaborative arrangements, 58% were 
owned by hospitals, 30% by physicians, and 
12% by other parties. 

• Insurance company sponsorship of PPOs 
grew from 7% to 45% from 1985 to 1994, 
while provider ownership dropped from 
17% to 6%. 

About 53% of HMOs contract with an IPAto 
provide care; 4.6% of HMOs are staff models, 
in which the physicians practice within the 
plans’ confines; 7.3% are group models, in 
which the HMO contracts with a single multi¬ 
specialty group for all patient care; 8.4% are 
network models, in which several groups and 
individual groups provide patient care; and 
22% have combinations of arrangements. 
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Professional 

Decisions. 


It is an important decision 
as to who will administer 
your insurance needs. Let 
Stillson and Donahay make 
that decision easier tor you 
to make. 

We are professionals, locally 
owned and operated with over 
60 years in the Mahoning Valley; 
endorsed by the Mahoning County 
Medical Society for over 
40 years. 

Call us... It could be the most 
important professional decision you make. 

Life, Disability and other Health Insurance 



Stillson 

^Donahay 

AGENCY, INC. 

John Fouse • Lloyd Peck 


Bank One Building • 30 North Main Street 
Poland, OH 44514 • Phone: (216) 757-3726 
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“Bridge at Lanterman’s Falls Mill Creek” 


Terri Madden 

Original Watercolor: 20" x 15" 


T erri madden, who was born on a farm 

IN NEW SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, ON FEBRUARY 

4,1931, PRESENTLY RESIDES IN GIRARD, OHIO. 

As a grade-school student, she didn’t have art teachers but 

everyone loved her drawings. As early as first grade, the teachers 

used her art for work sheets from the ditto 
machine. She won the first of many awards in 
art at age 10 at the Canfield Fair. It was for a 
drawing done using crayon on a bleached flour 
sack, set with a hot iron. 

When Terri was quite young, her mother 
died, leaving her the duties of caring for her 
younger siblings, cooking, cleaning house, and 
helping on the farm. She had to quit school 
after 9th grade because she could no longer 
handle all those immense responsibilities in 
addition to attending school daily. It wasn’t 
until years later, after Terri married and began 
raising a family, that she began attending night 
school to receive her high-school diploma. She 
continued on into Youngstown State Univer¬ 
sity, where she earned her degree in art in 1985. 

Terri’s choice in art was nurtured years earlier 
while beginning a family tradition of summering 
in Maine in the 1970’s. While there, her husband 
handed her some tubes of paint and suggested 


jeannine M. Lambert 



that she paint. She did everything she thought 
an artist was supposed to do. She sat on a stool 
outside and began painting, even though she admits 
she didn’t know which end was up, how to do 
it, or anything else. From there, Terri began 
taking lessons and classes. Like most artists, 
it now consumes her life, in a happy way, 
although I tend to think most artists are driver 
in a manner most of us would consider laborious. 

While quite adept with oils and pastels, 
watercolors are Terri’s main choice in painting. 
A beautiful example is shown on the cover with 
“Bridge At Lanterman’s Falls Mill Creek”. 
Terri favors watercolors because she loves their 
light effect and the easy play of dark and light 
brought out on the canvas. Terri has found that 
the more dramatic those contrasts, the more 
awards her works gather. While showing a frigid 
scene with what would be a loud play of water 
over the falls, there is still an eerie silence here. 
The darkness of the trees to the right draws 
your attention to the bridge and frozen stream, 
which snakes down the center of the canvas to 
the sudden turbulance and struggle of water 
over ice. There are seemingly no brushstrokes 
or blending of colors that make this a painting, 
but more the capturing of a single moment in 
the everflowing tides of life. Perhaps this 
painting is telling each of us to stop for a 
moment in our rushed lives and find the peace¬ 
fulness and inner feeding of the soul that silence 
can bring. Terri is indeed a masterful painter. 

Terri is also a commissioned artist. She paints 
portraits, house portraits, landscapes and florals. 
Sometimes she will paint a portrait within an 
historical scene. She has exhibited in regional 
shows as well as in Maine, winning many 
prestigious awards. Her paintings are in many 
private, corporate, and public collections. 
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OUTPATIENT 
THERAPY 


Hypl|||ical Therapy, Occupational 
'IllUHilierapy, Speech Therapy, 
l^Ullbtherapy and Aquatic Therapy 

SPORTS INJURY • STROKE • INDUSTRIAL REHAB 
_ WORK SIMULATION • PAIN MANAGEMENT 


Medicare, Worker’s Comp. 

& Private Insurance Approved 

We do the paperwork 
and billing for youl 


“Take a Step in the Right Direction, Contact the Caring Professionals” 

UNDER SAME OWNERSHIP 



Austin Woods 
Rehabilitation 

Health Care Center 

4780 Kirk Road 
Austintown, Ohio 44515 


Carrington South 
Rehabilitation 

Health Care Center 

850 E. Midlothian Ave. 
Youngstown, Ohio 44502 
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Thanks to Physicians on Call 


HE SOCIETY WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL 
THE PHYSICIANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
J L TWO PROGRAMS THAT PROMOTE PUBLIC 
health education in our area, “Health Matters Live Line”, a live- 
broadcast television program, and the annual Health-O-Rama 

held at the Southern Park Mall. 

“Health Matters Live Line” has aired twice 
this year on channel 33. The program is a joint 
effort between our Society, the Easter Seal 
Society and WYTV. On January 23, Dr. 
Thomas Albani, chairperson of the Young 
Physicians Committee, opened the show with 
host Len Rome. 

Four topics were covered during the one- 
hour program: Dr. John Sorboro discussed 
depression; Dr. John Becker spoke on seizure 
disorders; Dr. Nicholas Proia talked about 
sleep disorders; and Dr. Richard Nord dis¬ 
cussed prostate cancer. 

The following physicians staffed a phone 
bank and answered the public’s questions 
during the broadcast: Drs. William Bartels, 
James Dewar, Stephanie Dewar, Sergul 
Erzurum, Sherif Hanna, David Kennedy, 
Maureen Matthews, Marc Saunders, Howard 
Slemons, Melinda Smith, Anne Stover, Jeffrey 
Stover, and Sayed Yossef. 

Several physicians were featured on a second 
program, which aired on April 24. Dr. Antoine 
El-Hayek discussed infertility; Dr. Elizabeth 
Young addressed osteoporosis and arthritis; 
Dr. Pradeep Mathur discussed eating dis¬ 
orders; and Dr. Tom Boniface gave a primer on 
health care. Dr. Thomas Albani opened the 
program with a brief discussion of preventive 
medicine with host Len Rome. 

The phone bank was staffed by the following 
physicians: Drs. William Bartels, Denise 
Bobovnyik James Botsko, John Dunne, Jenifer 
Lloyd, Jay Osborne, Robert Piroli, Eugene 
Potesta, Ronald Rhodes, Elena Rossi, Patrick 
Stocker, Lyn Yakubov, and Ronald Yarab. 

The Society’s “Ask the Doctor” booth was 
again a popular attraction at the 1995 Health- 
O-Rama held in March. Drs. Howard Slemons 


and Lyn Yakubov co-chaired the two-day 
event. 

The following physicians took time from 
their busy schedules to staff the booth and 
answer the public’s questions: Drs. Thomas 
Albani, William Bartels, Denise Bobovnyik, 
Joanne Dalrymple, Antoine El-Hayek, Robert 
Fisher, Fred Friedrich, Sherif Hanna, David 
Kennedy, Maureen Matthews, Anthony 
Mehle, Sandy Naples, Ronald Rhodes, Marc 
Saunders, Susan Selim, Howard Slemons, 
Melinda Smith, Lyn Yakubov, and Sayed 
Yossef. 

Special thanks to Dr. Fred Friedrich who 
donated many extra hours to get our booth up 
and running this year. 

Again, the Society thanks all our physician 
volunteers who made our participation in 
“Health Matters Live Line” and Health-O- 
Rama possible. 
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Medical Protective Policyowners 
NEVER get letters like this! 
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Any allegation of malpractice against a doctor is serious business. If you are insured by The Medical 
Protective Company, be confident that in any malpractice claim you are an active partner in 
analyzing and preparing your case. We seek your advice and counsel in the beginning, in the 
middle, and at the end of your case. In fact, unless restricted by state law, every individual Medical 
Protective professional liability policy guarantees the doctor's right to consent to any settlement- 
no strings attached! In an era of frivolous suits, changing government attitudes about the 
confidentiality of the National Practitioner's Data Bank and increased scrutiny by credentialing 
committees, shouldn't you have The Medical Protective Company as your professional liability 
insurer? Call your local General Agent for more information about how you can have more control 
in defense of your professional reputation. Also available through select Independent Agents. 




Professional Protection Exclusively since 1899 

800/344-1899 

A+ (Superior) A. M. Best 
AA (Excellent) Standard & Poor's 


insurance 

agency 

( 216 ) 788-6577 • ( 800 ) 362-6577 
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Annual Joint Meeting Held by Society, Alliance 


I : HE MAHONING COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 

AND ALLIANCE HELD THEIR ANNUAL JOINT 
DINNER MEETING ON MARCH 30 AT 
Antone’s Banquet Centre. In observance of National Doctors’ 
Day and National Medical Alliance Month, the menu featured 


international cuisine. 



(I to r) Brent Mulgrew, Ohio State Medical Association President 

Dr. Claire Wolfe, and Dr. Claire Wolfe was the featured speaker for 
Dolly Handel the evening program. She discussed managed 

care, tort reform and the need for outcome 
studies. 

Special guests in attendance included Brent 
Mulgrew, executive director of the OSMA; Dr. 
David Utlak, sixth district councilor; and 
Andrew Thomas, a senior student from the 
Ohio State University School of Medicine. 


(I to r) 

Marie Latorre, 

Pauline Sarantopoulos, 
Suzy Soleimani 




Society President Dr. Daniel Handel con¬ 
ducted a short business meeting. Alliance Pres¬ 
ident Mary Walton presented Dr. Handel with 
a proclamation from Youngstown Mayor 
Patrick Ungaro recognizing March 30 as 
National Doctors’ Day in the city. National 
Doctors’ Day has been celebrated since 1935. 
The date, March 30, was chosen to acknowl¬ 
edge the first time Dr. Crawford Long used 
anesthesia in surgery in 1842. 

Alliance President Mary Walton conducted 
a short program and presented the Alliance’s 
annual “Gem of the Year ” award to past presi¬ 
dent Eleanor Pichette. Eleanor was cited for 
her many years of devoted service to the 
Alliance and her active volunteer work on 
behalf of the Mahoning County Easter Seal 
Society. She was instrumental in creating the 
very popular Angels and Friends cookbook, 
which benefits the local Easter Seal Society. 

Following the presentations, the meeting 
adjourned. Alliance members Marie Latorre, 
Pauline Sarantopoulos, and Suzy Soleimani 
served as co-chairpersons for the event. 


A (l to r) Eleanor Pichette, Dr. Ed Pichette 
Top row: Dr. David Pichette, Ginny Pichette. 
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WESTSIDE 

MEDICAL 

COMPLEX 

Approximately 1,000 sq.ft, 
of space available as of 
January, 1995. 

Access to 1-680. Ideal for therapy, lab, 
dental, accounting or insurance. Can 
also be used for physical fitness gym. All 
utilities included in rent. Lease required. 

For more details, 
contact Mrs. Casey at 

799-1508 


If the U.S. Senate Can Deliver 
Health Care Liability Reform, 

I Maureen O'Regan Can Deliver Babies Anywhere. 


Meet Dr. Maureen O’Regan. 

She's an obstetrician in 
northern Virginia, within sight of 
the nation's Capitol. 

She delivers babies in Vir 
where there's a limit on health 
care liability awards. 

Just across the Potomac River, 
in Washington, D.C., there is no 
limit, and malpractice insurance 
costs at least $68,000 - more 
than twice the cost in Virginia. 

Dr. O'Regan would like to 
deliver babies in Washington, but 
the cost is too high and tne risk is 
too great. 



eight obstetrician/ gynecologists 
nationally no longer delivers 
babies. Other doctors all across 
the country stru gg le with the 
same dilemma. 

Without liability caps, huge 
amounts of money are spent on 
defensive medicine. Physicians 
must order more procedures and 
tests than the patient really 
needs. The trust between patient 
and physician is threatened. 

Congress can fix this. The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
has already passed a bill that 


Care Liability Reform. 

And let Dr. O'Regan deliver 
babies wherever she's needed. 

Write both U.S. Senators c/o U.S. 
Senate. Washington. D.C. 20510. Or 
cal! their offices at (202) 224-3121. 

American Medical Association 
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^ Conva-Med, Inc. ^ 


Area’s Only 

24 -Hour Drive-Thru Pharmacy! 
and Medical Supplies 

3307 Canfield Road • Youngstown, OH 44511 
(216) 792-2803 • Pharmacy 797-1515 • 1-800-468-9126 

Coni'a-Med, Inc. is a Division of The VanSickle Corporation 



A SUCCESSFUL MEDICAL PRACTICE NEEDS MORE 
THAN JUST GOOD MEDICINE... 

YOU NEED A GOOD MANAGER! 


MICROSYS Computing continues to offer the best management tool available. Maintain 

complete control over your billing procedure. MICROMD offers complete office automation by including: 

Direct Electronic Claims submission to: 

Medicare-Community Mutual-BC/BS of Ohio-N.E.I.C.(Metropolitan, Aetna,...) 
Direct Electronic Automatic Posting of Medicare Payements 

As a "Select Vendor" with Medicare, we offer the best in electronic claims capability. Call now for a free, no¬ 
obligation demonstration of MICROMD... 



MICROSYS now offers billing services for area physicians. We do all the billing for you 
Data can be converted to the MICROMD program for later "in-office" system set-up. 




MICROSYS Computing, Inc. 

790 Boardman-Canfield Rd., Youngstown, Ohio 44512 (216) 758-8832 
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OPEI 


Another First in TYumbull County at 

ADVANCED RADIOLOGY 

A Leader in Imaging Innovation 


• No Claustrophobia 

Quiet Operation • Scan Patients up to 425 lbs. 

• Ideal for Children 


I OTHER SERVICES: 

CT Scan 

Mammography 

Color Doppler 

IVP, BE, GI 

Ultrasound 

General X-ray 


OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday & Saturday 
8:00 - 12:00 Noon 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

Galterius Grajo, M.D. 

• Board Certified - Diagnostic 
Radiology 1976 

• Trained LSU Medical Center 
and Children's Hospital 

of Pittsburgh 

• 13 years Radiologist at 
Northside Medical Center 


856-XRAY 
747-0334' (Youngstown) 

1-800-998-4MRI 

ADVANCED RADIOLOGY 

5500 E. Market Street 
Howland, Ohio 44484 


Films Read by Board Certified Radiologists with MRI Training 
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MCMS News 


1995 Installation Held 


HE MAHONING 

COUNTY MEDICAL 

SOCIETY HELD ITS 
annual installation of officers and 
Council members on January 17,1995. 
Janssen Pharmaceutica Research 
Foundation, represented by William 
Chisholm, provided a product display. 

The membership held a silent re¬ 
membrance for those members who 
had passed away during the past year: 
Drs. Armin V. Banez, Genevieve 
Delfs, Richard Lobritz, Stephen W. 
Ondash, and James R. Sofranec. 

Past presidents of the Society in atten¬ 
dance were recognized. They were: 
Drs. Rashid Abdu, James Anderson, 
G. Robert Barton, Jane Butterworth, 
Gabriel DeCicco, Andrew Detesco, 
Robert Fisher, Robert Jenkins, Paul 
Mahar,Jr., Eric Svenson, Hai-Shiuh 
Wang, and Karl Wieneke. 

The Society then acknowledged the 
past presidents of the Alliance who 
were present. They were: Mary Ann 
Anderson, Dolly Handel, Mohini 
Khanna, and Donna Hayat. 

The following outgoing members of 
Council were recognized: Drs. Thomas 
Boniface, Richard Gentile, and Karl 
Wieneke. 


The following contributors to the 
Bulletin were acknowledged: President 
Dr. Chester Amedia; Editor Dr. 
Thomas Boniface; columnists Drs. 
Robert Fisher, Anand Garg, and 
Daniel Handel; Jeannine Lambert, 
who provided cover art and compa¬ 
nion articles; and photographers Dr. 
Robert and Mrs. Mary Jenkins. These 
contributors later received bound 
volumes of the 1994 Bulletin. 

Past President Dr. James Anderson 
installed the new officers and members 
of Council. 

Following the installation, Dr. 
Anderson presented the president’s 
gavel (made by Dr. Anderson) to new 
President Dr. Daniel Handel. Dr. 
Handel then presented the president’s 
plaque and pin to outgoing President 
Dr. Chester Amedia. Dr. Amedia gave 
a brief recap of his year in office. 

It was announced that the Society’s 
Foundation had granted a $5000 loan 
to a NEOUCOM student. The Foun¬ 
dation has granted 72 loans since its 
creation in 1966. 

Treasurer Dr. Norton German re¬ 
ported that the membership now totaled 
561, including 377 active, 95 emeritus, 
17 non-resident, and 72 resident 
members. 



A (l to r) Dr. Dan Handel, Dr. Chet Amedia 

Following reports from Society Presi¬ 
dent Dr. Handel and Alliance President 
Mary Walton, the meeting adjourned. 



A (l to r) Drs. Robert Fisher, Gabriel DeCicco, Robert Jenkins, Karl Wieneke, 
Robert Barton, Hai-Shiuh Wang, James Anderson, Eric Svenson, Rashid Abdu, 
Chet Amedia 


(l to r) Dr. Dan Handel, Dolly Handel 
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1995 Officers and Council Members 



President 
Daniel W. Handel 
President-Elect 
Chander M. Kohli 
Secretary 

Douglas M. Goldsmith 
Treasurer 
Norton L German 
Immediate Past President: 
Chester A. Amelia 

OSMA Delegates 
J. James Anderson 
Denise L. Bobovnyik 
Daniel W. Handel 
L. Kevin Nash 
Lloyd E. Slusher 
Hai-Shiuh Wang 

Alternate Delegates 
Jane F. Butterworth 
Anand G. Garg 
Chris A, Knight 


Chander M. Kohli 
Richard J. Marina 
Thomas J. Traikoff 

Council at Large 
Thomas E. Albani 
Jenifer R. Lloyd 
Anthony L. Mehle 
Nicholas G. Proia 
Bhargava Ravi 
Jeffrey D. Resch 
Melinda K. Smith 
William P. Sutherland 
Eric W. Svenson 
Lyn E. Yakubov 
Elisabeth H. Young 

Editor of Bulletin 
David E. Pichette 

Foundation Trustees 
Rashid A. Abdu 
David J. Dunch 
Norton I. German 
Steven M. Kalavsky 
Prabhudas Lakhani 
C. Conner White 


BONDING HELPS 
AVOID HIRING DISHONEST 
EMPLOYEES 

A JOB APPLICANT’S RESUME CAN EASILY 
HIDE TERMINATION FOR DISHONESTY, 
like embezzlement or supply theft. While telephone 
reference checking and critical interviewing may lead 
you at least to suspecting the problem, you may fail to 
turn up this important fact. 

That’s why bonding your employees is so important. 
For a moderate premium, you’ll have some insurance 
protection against loss if the staffer actually robs your 
practice. More importantly, making known to 
applicants that you bond all employees may discourage 
dishonest ones from applying at all. They won’t want 
the insurer to check records and find out about their 
past. 

Make sure your employment application form states 
that you bond all employees. It may save you from later 
headaches. 


Excerpt from The Physician’s Advisory 


MAHONING COUNTY 

POVERTY & PUBLIC ASSISTANCE STATISTICS 


54,661 persons were below the poverty level in 1993 
16,111 children ages 0-17 were living in poverty 
(1990 Census) 


All Statistics below are from October 1994: 


14,931 

7,314 

2.04 

$115.62 

$2,571,858.99 

40,582 

29,107 

11,475 

$3,154,885.00 

$77.74 


children were on Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children 
adults received AFDC benefits 
children on average were in an AFDC 
household 

is the average monthly AFDC benefit 
per person 

actual AFDC Expenditure per month 
people received Food Stamp benefits 
people received both Food Stamp and 
public assistance benefits 
people received only Food Stamp benefits 
total Food Stamp coupons were issued 
per month 

was the total Food Stamp coupons issued 
per person 


This would include 31 days, 93 meals total at approximately 
$.84 per meal. $193.36 was the average Food Stamp and 
public assistance benefit per recipient. 

Sources: 

Poverty statistics: Ohio Poverty Indicators Volume S-1993, Council for 
Economic Opportunities in Greater Cleveland 
AFDC/FSP/PA Data: Ohio Department of Human Services, October 1994 
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malignant 

tumor 


When the problem is this big, 
you need the most accurate MRI available. 


Something this major must be detected as soon 
as possible. That’s the advantage of MRI 
(magnetic resonance imaging) technology. 

But not all MRIs are the same. 

Unlike other services, MRI Cooperative uses 
the only machines in the area with a field 
strength of 1.0 tesla. Which means that our 
magnetic power is 17 times stronger than the 
lower field used in open technology. That 
translates into clearer images and a 


shorter imaging time. And at MRI Cooperative, 
your MRIs are always interpreted by board- 
certified Radiologists who have special training 
in MRI interpretation. 

For the most accurate MRIs available, ask 
your doctor about MRI Cooperative. Because 
some problems need to be pinpointed the first 
time around. 


MRI 


Cooperative 


MRI Cooperative sites are located at: 

4964 Belmont Ave., Liberty, 759-9922 or I -800-686-9933 / St. Elizabeth Hospital Medical 
Center, Youngstown / Beeghly Medical Center, Board man/ St. Joseph Riverside Hospital, Warren 


© MRI 756-006 
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An Occupational Hazard for Physicians 


T ~ ' HE RECENT UNTIMELY DEATH OF ONE OF 
OUR RESPECTED COLLEAGUES, APPARENTLY 
BY HIS OWN HAND, SERVES AS A SOBERING 
reminder that depression and suicide are greater hazards for physi¬ 
cians than they need to be. The reasons for this are well known: 

We who study medicine tend to be conscien¬ 
tious, internally driven, perfectionistic types 
who are vulnerable when things don’t go 
well; 

Medical training and practice are inherently 
demanding, pushing us to value achieve¬ 
ment, service, and self-denial; and 
<! It may be difficult for us to switch from the 
caregiver role to that of patient when we, 
being only human, have a need for treat¬ 
ment, support, and guidance. 

The practical result of these factors is that 
doctors sometimes become depressed and — 
more importantly — tend not to take advantage 
of the professional services available to help us 
cope with this disorder. It’s now known that 
depression is biologically determined, to a great 
extent, and that it responds well to appropriate 


pharmacotherapy. There are a wide variety of 
effective agents to choose from; if one doesn’t 
work or has uncomfortable side effects, there 
are always others. It’s important, though, for 
a physician experiencing depressive feelings and 
thoughts not to self-medicate for the condition. 
One needs to work with a trusted physician, 
often but not necessarily a psychiatrist, for 
many reasons: 

Medicine choices and dosage adjustments 
are best made by a professional experienced 
in their use; 

Emotional support often provides a needed 
“boost” to help us get through life’s rough 
moments; and 

<1 Talking things out is therapeutic and aids us 
in putting problems in better perspective. 

Help is available. Asking for it is not a sign 
of weakness or moral decay, but rather a re¬ 
affirmation of life and the importance of 
keeping ourselves healthy so we can meet our 
professional responsibilities with compassion 
and confidence. 

Robert D. Gillette, M.D. 


CELEBRITY 

AUCTION 

The Mahoning County Medical Society Alliance 
will be holding a Celebrity Auction on Saturday, 
November 4th, 1995 at Tippecanoe Country 
Club. Renee Bitonte is collecting items such as 
autographed footballs, clothing, framed art, etc. 
Other items, such as donated trips, hotel room 
stays, and toys, are also needed. If you have 
such items or know of someone that would 
donate, please call Renee at 533-7279. All pro¬ 
ceeds from the event will go to local charities. 


WANTED; 

URGENT 

CARE PHYSICIAN 

Beeghly Immediate Care Center has an opening 
for a full-time urgent care physician (approxi¬ 
mately 40 hrs/wk). Salary very competitive. Must 
have good interpersonal skills, be comfortable 
with minor pediatric problems, and experienced 
in minor trauma (suturing). A very pleasant alter¬ 
native to primary care practice. 

CONTACT: 

James Amsterdam, MD, FACEP 
740-3731 or fax resume to 757-3842 
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Examine Mahoning National 

Bank For Your 
Complete 
Financial 
Needs 



, Jh j 

riiftifHmirmtijj);'’ • il1 


For professional service, 
call Mr. Parker McHenry, 
Executive Vice President 
742-7010 



MAHONING NATIONAL BANK 


EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER 


MEMBER F.D.I.C. 


DM Medical Billing/Plus 

offers a full range of services designed to 
target your specific billing needs and 
increase your bottom line. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO SEND YOUR CLAIMS ELECTRONICALLY, SINCE 
MEDICARE HAS BEGUN ITS ALL OUT CAMPAIGN TO ENCOURAGE ALL 
PROVIDERS TO UTILIZE ELECTRONIC MEDIA CLAIMS SUBMISSIONS. 

• Features personal attention from an experienced staff during your 
business hours. 

• Electronic claims submissions. 

• Reimbursements to the physician. 

• Sends monthly accounts receivable statements and month end reports 
for your convenience. 

• Reduces office overhead by taking care of the cost of your postage, 
mailing, follow-up calls on all billing and claims. 

Boca Building 

860 B Canfield Road, Suite 105 — Youngstown, Ohio 44512 
800/292-3008 or 216/629-8880 
Fax: 216/629-9181 
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From the Desk of the Editor (cont. from pg. 4) 

have the right to pay for Dr. Cooley’s expertise 
if he so chooses. 

If the P.O.P.S. were in effect, the majority of 
physicians would, no doubt, choose to abide 
by its limits, so that they could display the 
stickers on their doors, and thus attract more 
patients. In this manner, the system would pro¬ 
tect the unsuspecting public from inadvertently 
walking into a Dr. Cooley’s office. Yet it would 

also encourage excellence, since only physi¬ 
cians with superior skills would be able to 
require compensation above the norm. If 
things continue as they are, excellence will be 
an expected statistic based on error-ridden 
“outcomes analysis” and compensation will be 
our simply being allowed to continue to exist. 

To be continued. . . 

Medical Assistants Update 


The Mahoning County Medical Assistants 
held their March meeting at Yankee Kitchen 
Restaurant. The guest speaker, Dr. Anthony 
Mehle, discussed age-related dermatology. 

Hospice of the Valley was the site of the 
group’s April meeting. Following a tour of the 

facility, Dr. Leonitas Vassillaros spoke on the 
topic of dialysis. 

MCMA members Nena LaBarbera, CMA-A 
and Kathylynn Feld, RN, CM A recently 
represented the organization at the State Con¬ 
vention held in Dayton. 


1995 


MCMS BYLAWS 

AAPI 


APPROVED 

CONVENTION 


The revised bylaws were 

JUNE 29 — 


approved by the OSMA Council, 
and became effective February 24, 

JULY 2,1995 


1995. The revision committee in- 

Chicago Sheraton Hotel & Towers 


eluded Drs. Norton German, Chris 

For more information, 


Knight, and Doug Goldsmith. 

write or call: 

AAPI EXECUTIVE OFFICE 


Members who would like a copy 

17W300 22nd Street, 2nd Floor 


of the bylaws should call the Society 

Oak Brook Terrace, Illinois 60181 


office at (216) 788-4700. 

(708) 530-2277 


__ 
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CONFUSED WITH MEDICARE RBRVS? 

CALL PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

MEDICAL BILLING SERVICE 

• Computerized Billing & Account Reporting 

• Processing of Patient Bills & Inquiries 

• Electric Claims Submissions 

• Office Practice Management 

• Medical Collection Dept. 

— Over 20 Years Experience In Medical Billing — 

BILLING • FREE CONSULTATION TO INDIVIDUAL & GROUP PRACTICES 



1280 Boardman-Canfield Rd., Youngstown, OH 44512 



Diagnostic X-Ray • Ultrasound 
Low-Dose Mammography • Nuclear Medicine 

Two Locations to Serve You 


CRESTWOOD X-RAY 

25 N. Canfield-Niles Rd. 
Austintown, Ohio 44515 
(216) 793-5547 


Facilities and 
Technologists 
Accredited in 
Mammography 


HITCHCOCK X-RAY 

7250 West Blvd. 
Boardman, Ohio 44512 
(216)758-0851 


Full-Time 
Radiologist 
on site 

at both locations 
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From the Bulletin 


A Look Back... 



.••... 

Sixty Years Ago 

Mar./Apr. 1935 
James L. Fisher 
was president. He 
was also the original 
editor of the Bulletin. It has been re¬ 
vised and updated from time to time, 
but has retained the original title since 
its inception in 1932. Other officers 
included L.G. Coe, president-elect; 
Paul J. Fuzy, vice-president; and 
William Skipp, secretary. Earl Brant 
was program chairman, while “Hap” 
Hathhorn was in charge of Public 
Health and Robert Poling handled 
Public Relations. 


Fifty Years Ago 
Mar./Apr. 1945 
The war was on. 

The “Honor Roll” 
required six pages 
to print — doctors, dentists and 
nurses. The Bulletin published some 
letters from our members in the ser¬ 
vice — Capt. Densmore Thomas, 
Capt. Howard Prosser, Capt. Oscar 
Axelson, Capt. Richard Goldcamp, 
Lt. Robert Piercy, Capt. Robert 
Heaver, Capt. Fred Schellhase, Major 
Gordon Nelson, andLt. Col. William 
McElroy. 


Forty Years Ago 
Mar./Apr. 1955 
President Ivan 
Smith urged mem¬ 
bers to cooperate 

in the mass inoculation against polio, but 
the Salk vaccine was not yet available. 
Many of us remember what a great job 
Kurt Wegner did in organizing the mass 



inoculation when the vaccine was finally 
approved. President Howard Jones of 
Youngstown College (not yet called YSU) 
said that the Medical Society has many ties 
with the College. Little did he know at that 
time that his College would become a State 
University with a Medical School affilia¬ 
tion. Harry Smith opened an office at 1926 
Market Street for the practice of proctol- 
ogical surgery. John Guju opened an office 
at 249 Lincoln Avenue for the practice of 
obstetrics and gynecology. 
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Thirty Years Ago 
Mar. /Apr. 1965 
The AMA was 
fighting Medicare 
with an alternative 
program called “Eldercare”. Jack Schreiber 
was in charge of a committee to provide 
speakers on Eldercare vs. Medicare. Sixty 
clergymen and physicians attended a Med¬ 
icine and Religion meeting at St. Elizabeth 
Hospital auditorium, with Bill Cleary as 
chairman and moderator. Discussants were 
Rev. George Durista, Rev. Gwyn Walters, 
Fred Schellhase, A.K. Phillips, Gordon 
Nelson, Arnoldus Goudsmit, Frank Inui, 
and Frank Gelbman. 

Robert R. Fisher, M.D. 
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Twenty Years Ago 
Mar. /Apr. 1975 
President Rashid 
Abdu reported on 
his meeting in 
January with the Director of the Ohio 
Department of Insurance. Profes¬ 
sional Liability Insurance had taken a 
sudden alarming jump in premiums, 
in some cases as high as 800 percent. 
The rapid increase in malpractice 
claims caused physicians to practice 
defensive medicine. This, along with 
the marked rise in premiums, caused 
a marked rise in the cost of providing 
medical care at a time when the 
medical profession was being urged to 
keep the costs down. 


Ten Years Ago 
Mar./Apr. 1985 
President Juan Ruiz 
observed that the 
public perception of 
the medical profession had taken a 
turn for the worse, with 68% saying 
that they were losing faith in physi¬ 
cians. Editor Ben Hayek predicted 
that drastic changes were on the hori¬ 
zon that would bring about significant 
changes in the way medical care is pro¬ 
vided and how it will be paid. He 
pointed out that our present system 
begs for regulation. He suggested that 
the system be organized into a corpor¬ 
ation-like structure, with stock 
holders and corporate heads, designed 
to provide no-frills, effective and effi¬ 
cient health care at a fraction of the 
present cost. Patrick Kennedy died at 
the age of 92. Asher Randall died at 
the age of 74. 



J 



28 


Bulletin 


March-April 1995 
















Professional Liability 
Protection for Ohio Physicians.. 


SPATH & ZIMMERMANN 

now for maximum limit 
protection at the lowest 
possible rates. 


Our Only Business 
Since 1958. 


/ J mm 

SPATH & ZIMMERMANN 

Agency, Inc. 


Two Summit Park Drive 
Suite 350 

Independence, Ohio 44131 

216-642-9191 


Ohio's Largest Medical Professional Liability Agents 


ANNOUNCING NEW DIRECT NON-STOP SERVICE... 

ANYTIME ANYWHERE 


^/^KDIC 


Nordic Aviation 

INCORPORATED 


Jilliiiil 
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CESSNA 421 
PRESSURIZED CABIN 
7 PASSENGER 
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HIM 


“PERSONALIZED AIR TRANSPORTATION” 

AN FAA CERTIFIED AIR CARRIER (216) 726-2684 
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Physician's Advisory 


Malpractice Protection 

Keep a Med Flow Sheet in the Front of Each Chart 


ALPRACTICE RISK CONSULTANT DEBRA L. 
jj % / PHAIRAS* TRACKS COURT DECISIONS AND 
ADVISES PHYSICIANS ABOUT THEIR PRAC- 
tice patterns. Aware of far too many overprescribing and addic¬ 
tion claims, she urges this simple, effective reference form. It’s 

never too late to start using it in your practice. 

Phairas told The Physician’s Advisory Sym¬ 
posium for Successful Private Practice that she 
sees doctors’ chart entries “fall through the 
cracks” because they don’t document prescrip¬ 
tion renewals, addiction or allergy observations 
and other usage limits. Sometimes, a chart 
entry says “No more Vicoden,” but repeated 
scripts for Vicoden appear anyway. Because the 
notation is buried in a progress note, the doctor 
— or often the staff — fail to see the chart entry 
when authorizing refills or renewed use. 

That’s why a medication flow chart makes 
good sense. It’s simply a sheet for you to record 
each prescription, along with any relevant 
observations or instructions about the patient’s 
medications. The sheet goes in the front of the 
patient’s chart, perhaps on the inside front 
cover, so anyone in the practice can quickly scan 
it for guidance. 

SEVERAL USES 

Be sure the med flow chart has columns to 
record allergies and to note adverse reactions, 
so the same type of drug won’t be prescribed 
again. The sheet also helps you catch drug 
interactions since you’ll be able to scan what 
other medications the patient is taking when 
you consider another Rx. 

The med flow chart is particularly important 
for group practices and other physician arrange¬ 
ments where different doctors see each other’s 
patients. This is increasingly common these 
days, and it will almost surely be more so in the 
next few years. 


Medication flow charts are available from 
most medical record suppliers, or you can easily 
design your own. Start using it now, even if you 
only begin with patient encounters after this. As 
each patient presents, you can open the form, 
enter any known concerns and go from there. 

Phairas adds, “HMO plans conducting prac¬ 
tice audits want to see the doctors using med 
flow sheets. Thus it becomes a quality of care 
issue, and it may become a marketing issue to 
remain on the plan panels. I’ve also heard of 
some insurance carriers including med flow 
charts as criterion for their premium discount 
programs.” 

Editorial Note: We acknowledge the coopera¬ 
tion of Leif Beck, who has granted reprint rights 
for topics which have appeared in his regular 
monthly publication, The Physician’s Advisory. 
His organization, The Health Care Group, 
with offices in Plymouth Meeting, PA, is a 
group of leading national consultants and 
attorneys specializing in medical practice 
organization and management. 

*Ms. Phairas is President of Practice &C Liability 
Consultants, 703 Market St., Suite 913, San 
Francisco, CA 94103; phone (415) 764-4800; 
fax (415) 764-4802. 
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Easing the transition from 

HOSPITAL TO HOME. 


Serving Mahoning and Trumbull 

Services include: 

counties, St. Elizabeth Home Care 

— Certified Home Care 

Skilled Nursing 

Services and HM Home Care 

Physical Therapy 

provide a way for people to spend 

Medical Social Work 
Laboratory Services 

less time in the hospital and recover 

Home Health Aide 

more comfortably at home. Our goal 

Occupational Therapy 

is to create a cohesive team that’s 

Speech Therapy 

Maternal Child Health 

focused on each patient’s 

— Home Infusion 

care and recovery. 

— Private Duty 



Members of the Humility of Mary Health Care System 


( 216 ) 480 - 3776 »( 216 ) 395-9333 
Compassion. Expertise. Commitment. 


»HM/HCS 269-004C 








State Medical Board 


Dr. Garg Elected to Examination Board 


NAND G. GARG, M.D., Ph.D., WAS ELECTED 

TO A THREE-YEAR TERM OF SERVICE ON 

,JL JL THE EXAMINATION BOARD OF THE FEDER- 

ation of State Medical Boards during the Federation’s annual 

meeting held April 20-22, 1995, in San Antonio, Texas. The 

Examination Board, which is composed of 
eight members, is responsible for the overall 
management of all Federation examination 
programs, including the United States Medical 
Licensing Examination (USMLE) and the Special 
Purpose Examination (SPEX). The Exam¬ 
ination Board also serves as a liaison with the 
National Board of Medical Examiners and with 
the Composite Committee for the United States 
Medical Licensing Examination. Dr. Garg cur¬ 
rently serves as President of the State Medical 
Board of Ohio, President-Elect of the American 
College of International Physicians, and 
Secretary-Treasurer of the American Associa¬ 
tion of South Asian Neurosurgeons. He is also 
President-Elect of the Clinical Staff of the 
Western Reserve Care System. 

Thomas E. Gretter, M.D., a neurologist 
practicing at the Cleveland Clinic, was 
appointed by the President of the Federation of 
State Medical Boards to serve on the Rules 
Committee. The Rules Committee is respon¬ 
sible for establishing the procedures to be 
followed at the annual meeting of the Feder¬ 
ation’s House of Delegates. Dr. Gretter also 




Anand G. Garg, M.D., Ph.D. Ray Q. Bumgarner, J.D. 


serves as the Secretary of the State Medical 
Board of Ohio. 

Continuing his service on the Federation’s 
Editorial Board is Ronald C. Agresta, M.D., 
an ophthalmologist from Steubenville and 
member of the State Medical Board of Ohio. 
The Editorial Board provides advice regarding 
editorial policy to the editor appointed by the 
Board of Directors of the Federation of State 
Medical Boards. 

Ray Q. Bumgarner, J.D., Executive Director 
of the State Medical Board of Ohio, was 
appointed by the President of the Federation to 
a one-year term of service on the Board of 
Directors of the Federation of State Medical 
Boards. The Board of Directors oversees all 
activities and services provided by the Feder¬ 
ation to its member boards. 

The Federation of State Medical Boards is 
the representative body and central informa¬ 
tion exchange for its member boards. Member¬ 
ship consists of 68 medical boards, including 
state medical boards (allopathic, osteopathic 
and composite), the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands. 

Services provided to the member boards by 
the Federation of State Medical Boards 
include: 

• a Board Action Data Bank, which contains 
more than 68,400 actions related to approx¬ 
imately 24,400 physicians reported to the 
Federation by state licensing and disciplin¬ 
ary boards, Canadian licensing authorities, 
the U.S. armed forces, the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Service, the Educa¬ 
tion Commission for Foreign Medical Grad¬ 
uates (ECFMG), as well as other authorities. 

• a single, three-step examination for medical 
licensure in the United States, established in 
conjunction with the National Board of 
Medical Examiners, known as the United 
States Medical Licensing Exam (USMLE) 

• resource information regarding proposed 
federal and state legislation 

• information exchange among member 
boards 
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Celebrating our 15th Anniversary of 
premiere Hospice care in the Mahoning Valley 


We acknowledge our partnership with our. . . 

• Referring physicians • Volunteers 

• Nurses • Grief counselors 

• Home Health Aides • Office staff 

• Social Workers • Board of Trustees 

• Clergy • Contributors 

• Hospitals • Friends 

• Nursing homes • Suppliers 

We express our thanks for their help in providing the finest 
medical care, emotional and spiritual support to those with 
a limited life expectancy. 

Together we celebrate and give dignity 
to each moment of each life entrusted to our care . 



Serving families 24 hours a day, 365 days a year in 
Mahoning, Columbiana and Trumbull counties 

(216) 7884992 • • • (216) 3374701 • • • (216) 3994992 

(800) 6404180 

Medicare/Medicaid Certified 
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TOD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

The leader in health care for our children... 

Tod Children’s Hospital is the only hospital dedicated exclusively to pediatrics in our 
region. Located in the center of our community, we offer an extensive array of 
consultation and subspecialty services to assist the primary care physician. 


CLIP AND SAVE 


ABUSE/MALTREATMENT 

Madeleine Ortiz, M.D. 

740-3236 

ALLERGY 

Jacques Politi, M.D. 

740-3958 

CARDIOLOGY 

Michael Saalouke, M.D. 

740-3991 

CRITICAL CARE 

Robert Tamburro, Jr., M.D. 

740-3898 

DERMATOLOGY 

Robert Brodell, M.D. 

Jennifer Lloyd, D.O. 

740-3958 

DEVELOPMENTAL 

PEDIATRICS/GENETICS 

Carolyn Bay, M.D. 

740-3106 

DIAGNOSTIC 

REFERRAL SERVICE 

James Nard, M.D. 

Kurt Wegner, M.D. 

740-3951 

ENDOCRINOLOGY 

Humberto Latorre, M.D. 

740-3993 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

Cynthia Bearer, M.D. 

740-3951 

GASTROENTEROLOGY 

Ibrahim Haddad, M.D. 

740-3855 

HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY 

Mouhab Ayas, M.D. 

Mustafa Barudi, M.D. 

740-3955 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

John Venglarcik, M.D. 

740-3993 

NEONATOLOGY 

Cynthia Bearer, M.D. 

W.B. Dodgson, M.D. 

Kurt Wegner, M.D. 

740-3951 

NEPHROLOGY 

K.P. Guru, M.D. 

740-3958 

NEUROLOGY 

Steven Kalavsky, M.D. 

743-4100 

OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Sergul Erzurum, M.D. 

746-7691 

PSYCHIATRY 

Robert Algaier, M.D. 

Giovanna Vinci-Khoury, M.D. 
Pradeep Mathur, M.D. 

740-3184 

PSYCHOLOGY 

David Chiarella, Ph.D. 

Michael Stern, Psy.D. 

740-3954 

RADIOLOGY 

Marsha Stein, M.D. 

740-3221 

SURGERY 

John 0. Bleacher II, M.D. 

740-3261 

TOD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

Main Switchboard 

747-6700 


A Service of the Western Reserve Care System. 
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New Members 


Joanne L. Dalrymple, MD 

Internal Medicine 
Office: 967 W. Liberty Street 
Phone: 534-9554 

MED. ED: Loma Linda University School of 
Medicine, Loma Linda, CA 
INT: University of California Irvine Medical 

Center, Orange, CA 

REDCY: Emanuel Hospital Health Center, 
Portland, OR 

REDCY: St. Elizabeth Hospital Medical Center, 
Youngstown, OH 

SPONSORS: Richard D. Gentile, MD 
Joseph S. Gregori, MD 
Jack Y. Jung, MD 




Maureen M. Matthews, MD 


Ophthalmology 

Office: 7087 West Blvd. Square 
Phone: 758-4822 

MED. ED: Northeastern Ohio Universities 
College of Medicine, 
Rootstown, OH 

INT: Akron City Hospital, Akron, OH 

REDCY: Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat 
Hospital, Manhattan, NY 
SPONSORS: John Buckley Jr., MD 
John R. Jakubek, MD 
Paul J. Mahar, MD 


T he following appli¬ 
cations for member¬ 
ship were approved by 
Council: 

FIRST YEAR 
IN PRACTICE 
John L. Dunne, D.O. 
Patrick J. Stocker, M.D. 

Information pertinent to 
the applicants should be 
sent to the MCMS Council. 



This summer escape to the serenity of 
your 80 acre private country estate. 


1850 Country Farm House 

Premier Quality Restoration 
3600 sq. ft. of Family Living 
Includes: 4 Fireplaces 
Cherry Panelled Library 
Double Crown Molding 
3 Stall Barn - 30 x 75 
6 Car Garage Capacity 
2 Acre Stocked Lake 



EH 

REALTOR® 


Marilyn Wagmiller, Agent 
(216)783-0055 


Offered at $550,000 
Additional Acreage Available 
10 Minutes South of Boardman 
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Sales representatives touting all those new medical malpractice companies are 
moving into Ohio. And they’re making a lot of fairly remarkable promises. 

But promises are far easier to make than to keep. And where those companies 
will be when you need them is anybody’s guess. Ask our members why they chose 
The P-I-E Mutual. They’ll point to increases in malpractice litigation. And new 
healthcare proposals that raise questions about how diagnostic tools will be used 
and how liability will be assessed. They’ll tell you what commitment from an 
insurance company really means. Then ask yourself if this is any time to trust 
your practice to an unknown. The P-I-E Mutual offers competitive pricing, 
with attractive discounts to loss-free members. Plus financial and legal 
resources to see you through whatever lies ahead. That’s not just a promise. 

It’s proven performance. Call 1-800-228-2335 now for details. 


THE P*I*E MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

North Point Tower 
lOOl Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
1-800-228-2335 


MonemanYferian 

Where insurance works... for you 

The Moreman-Yerian Company 
9251 Market Street • P.O. Box 3728 
Youngstown, Ohio 44513 
216-758-4571 • Fax: 216-758-3753 
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Each patient is unique. 

Each one has special objectives and life 
style requirements. To help achieve 
these goals, Midwest Prosthetic' 


Orthotic Center combines experience 
and state of the art materials to custom 


craft each individual appliance 
When you want performance.. 


Midwest Prosthetic 
Orthotic Center 


6600 South Ave, Suite 8 1834 S. Lincoln Ave 

Boardman, OH 44512 Salem, OH 44460 

216 / 726-6124 216 / 332-0050 


Accounting & Auditing 
Payroll Services 


Tax Preparation 
Financial Planning 


Steve T. Shelton, C.P.A., Inc. 


540 Parmalee Ave., Suite 420 
Youngstown, Ohio 44510 

216 - 747-6575 


CERTIF 







DeBald and 

Company, Inc. 


OFFICE SUPPLIES 

1300 Wick Avenue 
P.O. Box 6085 
Youngstown, Ohio 44501 


746-0597 

FAX No. 746-4114 


Delinquent Account Collection 

MILLSTONE & KANNENSOHN 

Attorneys-at-Law 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN FULL SERVICE MEDICAL COLLECTIONS 
130 E. Boardman Street • Youngstown, Ohio 44503 • (216) 743-51-81 


1956 - OLDEST PRIVATE LAB - 1956 

Bel-Park 

Medical Laboratory, Inc. 

1005 BELMONT AVE. • SUITE 215 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 44504 

— HOUSE CALLS — 

Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. — Sat. 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon 

• Full Service Laboratory • CLIA Approved 
• Daily Courier Service 

( 216 ) 744-8112 


OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

— PRIME LOCATION — 

NEAR ST. ELIZABETH HOSPITAL 

and Future Mental Health Care Center 

• Approximately 1,237 sq.ft./lower level 

• Approximately 1,530 sq.ft./upper level 

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 

333 PARK AVENUE • YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 

PHONE: 216-746-8895 


Advertising List 


PINEWOOD CENTER 

1026 BOARDMAN-CANFIELD ROAD 

2,200 sq. ft., professional use only. 
Prime Boardman location. 

MILLCREEK 

PROFESSIONAL CENTER 

1006 BOARDMAN-CANFIELD ROAD 

Will build to suit. 2,500 sq. ft. and up. 
Prime Boardman location. 

Call 757-2613 for more information. 


Advanced Radiology.19 

Belmont Pines.9 

Burgan .35 

Conva-Med.18 

DeBald & Co., Inc.38 

DM Medical Billing/Plus.25 

Gluck Agency.15 

Hospice.33 

Mahoning Bank .25 

Medical Billing.27 

Medical-Dental Bureau .BC 

Microsys Computing.18 

Midwest Prosthetic Orthotic Center.37 

Millstone & Kannensohn.38 

Moreman-Yerian .36 


MRI Cooperative.23 

Nordic Aviation.29 

O.P.T.I.O.N. Care.39 

OSMA Insurance .7 

Outpatient Therapy .13 

PICO.5 

St. Elizabeth Home Care Services.31 

Shelton, C.P.A.37 

South woods X-ray .17 

Spath &c Zimmermann.29 

Stillson &C Donahay .11 

Tod Children’s Hospital.34 

Visiting Nurses.9 

Western Reserve Imaging.2 

Youngstown Associates in Radiology.27 


38 


Bulletin 


March-April 1995 








































optioncare 

Infusion Services 

• QUALITY • SERVICE • EXPERIENCE 


The Name You Know, 
The People You Trust. 


• Total Parenteral Therapy 

• Total Enteral Therapy 

• Pain Management 
•Antibiotic Therapy 

• Chemotherapy 


• Dobutamine Therapy 

• Hydration Therapy 

• Immunoglobulin Therapy 
•HIV/AIDS Therapy 

• PICC Line Insertion 



JCAHO ACCREDITED 
WITH COMMENDATION 


AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY 


We Accept New Patients on Weekends and Holidays 

397 Churchill-Hubbard Rd., Youngstown, OH 44505 


216-759-1332 • 800-733-3762 • FAX 216-759-1104 
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The Medical-Dental Bureau provides the Physician 
and Dental community with much needed office 
services. Since we understand your needs, we provide 
the best dollar value in the tri-county area. 

Services provided: 

Telephone Answering 

• Targeted to the needs of the Medical community. 

• Numerous line services available for your particular 
needs. 

Collections: 

• Collect past due accounts. 

• Individual attention to each account so as to 
maximize dollars collected. 

• Fee based on collection. 


For complete details please telephone your 

Medical-Dental 
Bureau, Inc. 

901 Home Savings & Loan Bldg. 

275 Federal Plaza West 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 

( 216 ) 744-4040 

Judy Bloomberg, Manager 
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